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Two small parties won two important mayoral elections in state and local races in Tamaulipas,
Chiapas, and Oaxaca states on Oct. 7. The surprising results came in Oaxaca City in Oaxaca state
and San Cristobal de las Casas in Chiapas state, where small parties won a plurality of votes in the
mayoral elections.
In Oaxaca City, the Partido Convergencia para la Democracia (PCD) ousted the Partido Accion
Nacional (PAN) from the mayor's seat, following charges of corruption against outgoing mayor
Alberto Rodriguez Gonzalez of the center-right party. In addition to Oaxaca City, the PCD won
elections in three other municipalities in Oaxaca state. The party was not a factor in the Tamaulipas
election and joined in a coalition with the center-left Partido de la Revolucion Democratica (PRD),
the Partido del Trabajo (PT), and the Partido Verde Ecologista Mexicano (PVEM) in Chiapas.

Divided PRI unable to recover Oaxaca City
The long-governing Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI), which holds the governor's seat
in Oaxaca state, had been expected to benefit from the PAN's troubles in the state capital. But PRI
candidate Javier Villacana was unable to overcome the groundswell of support for Gabino Cue
Monteagudo of the PCD, who won the race by several thousand votes.
As expected, PAN candidate Miguel Angel Guerrero came in a distant third in the Oaxaca City
mayoral race. Many PRI members acknowledged casting their votes for Cue Monteagudo rather
than Villacana because of an endorsement by Oaxaca's ex-PRI Gov. Diodoro Carrasco. Villacana
was supported by current Gov. Jose Murat Casab. Because of divisions within the party and strong
performances by the opposition in some regions, the PRI lost elections in one- third of the Oaxaca
cities where races were held.
The losses included four of the state's five large cities. Another significant result came in San
Cristobal de las Casas, where the Partido Alianza Social (PAS) won a surprising victory over the
PRD-PT-PCD-PVEM alliance. San Cristobal de las Casas is in the heart of the region influenced
by the Ejercito Zapatista de Liberacion Nacional (EZLN). Many EZLN supporters boycotted the
elections, contributing to extremely low voter turnout in the San Cristobal de las Casas race.
Abstentionism was also high elsewhere in the state, with voter turnout estimate at only 40%.
The PAN managed to retain its hold on the Chiapas state capital of Tuxtla Gutierrez, where Victoria
Rincon Carrillo fended off a strong challenge from PRD candidate Carlos Morales Vazquez. But the
PRI's losses in San Cristobal de las Casas and Tuxtla Gutierrez are misleading, since the party won
72 of the 118 mayoral races in Chiapas state and 21 of 40 seats in the state legislature.
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PRI scores overwhelming victory in Tamaulipas elections
The PRI also turned in a strong showing in Tamaulipas state, taking 35 of the state's 43 mayoral
races and 17 of the 19 directly elected seats in the state legislature. The party won mayoral races
in the state capital of Ciudad Victoria and the three large cities that border Texas: Reynosa,
Matamoros, and Nuevo Laredo. The only significant losses came in the important port city of
Tampico, where the PAN won the mayoral race, and in the industrial city of Ciudad Madero, where
the PRD claimed victory. The Partido del Trabajo (PT) won the mayoral race in the town of Rio
Bravo, near the border with Texas, ousting the PRD.
The PRI's convincing victory in Tamaulipas, which came amid extremely low voter turnout, did
not deter the opposition parties from lodging a formal complaint with state electoral authorities.
PAN officials accused the administration of Gov. Tomas Yarrington and national PRI officials of
employing "old tactics" like vote-buying and intimidating voters to sway the vote in favor of the
governing party. "State electoral authorities were inefficient and incapable of ensuring equity in the
election," said PAN president Luis Felipe Bravo Mena.
But some PRI legislators said the PAN's inability to turn in a stronger performance in the
Tamaulipas, Oaxaca, and Chiapas elections reflected voter discontent with the policies of President
Vicente Fox. "The PAN's misfortunes have not yet hit bottom," said federal Deputy Felipe Solis
Acero, who is also the PRI's national secretary for electoral strategy. "The party will continue to lose
ground in the Nov. 11 elections in Michoacan, Sinaloa, Puebla, and Tlaxcala."
To some observers, however, the PRD performed as poorly as the PAN in the elections. The centerleft party was unable to make significant inroads in Chiapas and Oaxaca, both southern states where
the party has been building membership in recent years. The party also failed to retain the mayoral
seats in cities like Rio Bravo in Tamaulipas and Salina Cruz and Juchitan de Zaragoza in Oaxaca,
and also lost the opportunity to dislodge the PAN from Oaxaca City and the PRI from San Cristobal
de las Casas in Chiapas. The PRD did win a couple of key elections: Ciudad Madero in Tamaulipas
and Tapachula in Chiapas. "In some elections we came out winners and in others we lost," said PRD
president Amalia Garcia. "I have never been a proponent of winning everything."

PRI, PRD in heated battle for Michoacan governor's seat
The PRD is hoping to reverse its fortunes in the upcoming gubernatorial race in Michoacan state
on Nov. 11. Representing the center-left party is Lazaro Cardenas Batel, son of former Mexico City
mayor and presidential candidate Cuauhtemoc Cardenas Solorzano and grandson of ex-President
Lazaro Cardenas del Rio (1934-1940). If victorious, Lazaro Cardenas Batel would be following in his
father's footsteps. Cuauhtemoc Cardenas served as Michoacan governor in 1980-1986.
Public-opinion polls show the race could be extremely tight. One poll by the Sindicato de Profesores
de la Universidad de Michoacan in mid-September showed Cardenas and PRI candidate Alfredo
Anaya each with about 36% support. Subsequent polls commissioned by the two parties have
shown Cardenas and Anaya each leading by a few percentage points. A third candidate, Salvador
Lopez Orduna of the PAN, is not given much chance of winning but could prove to be a spoiler. The
Michoacan race has turned nasty in the weeks leading to the election. The PRI and the PAN have
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accused the administration of Mexico City Mayor Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador of diverting city
funds to support Cardenas' campaign, which is being managed by Cuauhtemoc Cardenas.
The PRI has also hinted that the PRD was behind an attack on Anaya. Gunshots were fired on
Anaya's truck in early October, with the PRI candidate emerging unhurt. The PRD has accused the
PRI of violating campaign laws by hiring South American consultants to help manage its Michoacan
campaign. PRD Sen. Jesus Ortega and Deputy Marti Batres urged Interior Secretary Santiago Creel
Miranda to investigate the party's hiring of three Uruguayan political consultants, who are said to be
"specialists in creating dirty campaigns through speculation and rumor."

Electoral court deals setbacks to PRD, PAN in earlier races
In the aftermath of the Oct. 7 elections, the PRD and PAN also suffered setbacks when the federal
electoral tribunal (Tribunal Electoral del Poder Judicial de la Federacion, TEPJF) upheld rulings
from state courts dealing with recent elections in Tabasco state and Ciudad Juarez in Chihuahua. In
Tabasco, the TEPJF threw out complaints of irregularities filed by the PRD, thus affirming the victory
of PRI candidate Manuel Andrade in the governor's race.
The PRD had successfully challenged the results of an October 2000 gubernatorial election
in Tabasco, forcing authorities to schedule a special election in August 2001 (see SourceMex,
2001-01-10). When the PRI won the special election, the PRD filed a second complaint (see
SourceMex, 2001-08-08). In its unanimous verdict, the TEPJF ruled there was no evidence that the
PRI committed the same type of irregularities in the special election that had caused the original
election to be nullified. The TEPJF also upheld the decision by Chihuahua electoral authorities to
nullify the mayoral election in Ciudad Juarez in July.
PAN candidate Jesus Alfredo Delgado narrowly won that election over his PRI rival. The PRI
challenged the results of the election, accusing the administration of outgoing Mayor Gustavo
Elizondo of violating electoral laws that prohibit officials from participating in political campaigns
(see SourceMex, 2001-07- 11).
The state electoral court (Tribunal Estatal Electoral, TEE) sided with the PRI and nullified the
election. But Elizondo and PAN state officials questioned the TEE verdict, charging that the decision
was influenced by PRI Gov. Patricio Martinez Garcia. The TEPJF decision means that Juarez will be
governed by interim mayor Jose Reyes Ferriz of the PRI until elections can be held again sometime
in mid-2002. Reyes Ferriz, a local business owner, was appointed with support from the PAN and
the PRI, overcoming opposition from the PRD. (Sources: La Jornada, 09/27/01, 10/08/01; Associated
Press, 10/07-09/01; The News, 10/08/01; El Financiero, 10/09/01; Novedades, 10/08- 10/01; La Cronica
de Hoy, 09/18/01, 09/20/01, 10/02/01, 10/03/01, 10/05/01, 10/08-11/01; Excelsior, 09/25/01, 10/08- 12/01;
El Universal, 09/24/01, 10/02/01, 10/03/01, 10/04/01, 10/08/01, 10/09/01, 10/11/01, 10/12/01; Reforma,
10/08/01, 10/09/01, 10/12/01; Notimex, 10/10/01, 10/14/01; CNI en Linea, 09/24/01, 10/08/01, 10/16/01;
Milenio Diario, 10/03/01, 10/08/01, 10/09/01, 10/11/01, 10/12/01, 10/15-17/01)

-- End -©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 3 of 3

